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'ftf' he great philosopher, physician and law scholar Ibn 
Rushd has been captured by many classical artists in 
their works. Examples of this can be seen, in clear depictions 
by Italian artist Andrea de Flouranze in his work from the 
14th Century, Giovanni De Palow’s piece (1445 - 1500) 
illustrating a meeting between him and St. Thomas Aquinas, 
and in Rafael’s Panorama work (Athens School) where he is 
portrayed wearing his Arabic turban alongside Pythagoras 
and many other great philosophers. Ibn Rushd is also found 
in many stained glass masterpieces within churches, due to 
his important role in connecting the East and the West and 
Islam and Philosophy. 

Ibn Rushd was the philosopher who tried to fill the 
gap between religion and philosophy, especially among 
Aristotelian philosophy and Islam. His efforts had a great 
influence on western philosophy and its makers, including 
Rene Descartes, Dante Alighieri, Thomas Aquinas, Giovanni 
Pico della Mirandula, Giordano Bruno, Boitios of Dacia, 
Cesaro Sirimoniti, Segar De Briant and others. 
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[ ohammed Ibn Ahmed Ibn Mohammed Ibn Rushd 
was born in Cordoba in 520AH, 1126CE and known 
throughout history as Averroes. His family had a long and 
distinguished career in the field of law. His father, Ahmed, 
and his grandfather, Mohammed, were both judges of 
Cordoba whilst his grandfather distinguished himself in the 
field of law and wrote many books. He received his Islamic 
science knowledge through his father and other scholars and 
became brilliant in that field, so much so that he too became 
a judge. Later he started to study astronomy and medicine. 
Through the books of Aristotle, he started his relationship 
with philosophy and became famous as an expounder 
because of his works explaining Aristotle’s Philosophy. 

In the time of Sultan Yusuf, the ruler of Morocco 
and Al-Andalous (Islamic Spain/ Andalucia), Ibn Rushd 
produced his greatest works and received his greatest 
acclaim amongst his peers. Sultan Yusuf appointed him as 
the Judge of Seville in 565AH, 1171CE and at the same 
time, Ibn Rushd enjoyed relations in the 
Sultan’s Palace with the Sultan’s Physician 
and philosopher Abu Bakr Mohammed 
Ibn Tufayl. Ibn Tufayl was the author of 
the famous work ‘Ha yy Ibn Yaqthan,’ 
and shared knowledge about Aristotle’s 
philosophy with Ibn Rushd. When 
Sultan Yusuf, himself having an interest 
in this field, sought a clear explanation 
of this work, it was Ibn Tufayl who 
nominated Ibn Rushd to write it, a 
task he completed in two years. 
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here are many factors which helped Ibn Rushd to 
develop, flourish and create. First of these was his family 
which raised him In an Islamic environment. Secondly, his 
teaching Islamic law and working as a Judge gave him a well 
rounded view of social life and its virtues. 

Although the Iberian Peninsula was unstable at the time, 
the whole of Al-Andalous (Andalucia) was an environment 
of research and dialogue. Each culture maintained its own 
particularities rather than melting with the others but 
discussed freely, openly and respectfully with the others 
thereby producing new ideas and knowledge of high value. 

toorte 



bn Rushd participated in many fields and produced many 
great works. These fields included philosophy, Islamic 
law, medicine and astronomy. He wrote a total of 108 
books, 58 of which were found with their Arabic texts. His 
main books are ‘Tahafot at-Tahafot’ which was a refutation 
of a book discrediting philosophers, ‘Faslu-l-Maqal Fee 
Ma Bainal- Hikmah wash-Shariah Men-Al-IttisaP which 
showed the relationship between philosophy and Islam and 
‘Bedayatul-Mujtahid wa NehayatuF-Moqtased’ which took 
the student to the understandings of the scholars and gave 
them the basis and principles to form their own opinions. 
His explanations included two famous works called ‘The 
Summary and Explanation of Metaphysics’ and ‘The 
Summary and Explanation of Proofs and The Explanation of 
Psychology’. He wrote studies about many varying subjects, 
among them orbital movements, and intellectuality. 
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Astronomy: Ibn Rushd at the age of 25 published the results 
of his own experiments. In co-operation with others, he 
elaborated about the moon, explaining that it had thick parts 
and thin parts. He wrote that the thick parts grab the sun 
light more than the thin parts. He also gave the first scientific 
explanation of sunspots. 

His critical intellect helped him to criticize Ptolemy’s 
theories. He replaced them with new theories, one of which 
was the model universe. 

Medicine: He worked as a physician and he wrote, ‘The 
Essentials About the Basics of Medicine.’ He also explained 
Ibn Sina’s (Avicenna) poem in medicine, ‘Orjozah fe-ttebb.’ 

Islamic laws: Ibn Rushd wrote ‘Bedayatul-Mujtahid wa 
Nehayatul--Moqtased’ This book talks about Islamic rules 
in different schools of Islamic thought. The effort was a 
new approach in comparing Islamic laws and added a new 
dimension to the style of writing both in the legal and 
scientific fields. 

Philosophy: Although Ibn Rushd is famous as the Expounder 
among Philosophers because of his efforts in explaining 
Aristotle, we cannot ignore that he had his own school of 
Philosophy called Alrushdiyah (Rushdism). 

His explanation of Aristotle was written in a clear and 
scientific manner. He avoided the mistakes of previous 
translators. His work covered many fields, among them were 
metaphysics, physics, logic, art and ethics. 

He believed deeply that philosophy did not contradict with 
Islam. He found that there are no better proofs in the field of 
metaphysics than those given in the Qur’an. He found that the 
Qur’an had proofs to answer all of the questions of mankind. 
He was interested in ethics and social life. He considered 
that the four Platonic ethics of chastity, justice, wisdom and 
courage should be among the ethics of all people. He held that 
these ethics are the way to happiness and he considered such 
happiness was mental pleasure. 
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j^anar, the Qatar Islamic Cultural Centre, established ‘The 
Averroes Library’ to revive the fruitful era of Averroes and 
to promote open and creative learning and dialogue among the 
people. In keeping with Fanar’s mission, the era of Averroes 
was based on mutual cohabitation, respect and high values, not 
materialistic strength. 

Fanar gave the name to its library because of his 
encyclopaedic frame of knowledge and his creativity. There 
was a common saying about Averroes: “The people sought his 
opinion in medicine just as they did in Islamic law.” 

Fanar aims to welcome all to the library, researchers 
and readers alike without prejudice to their attitude. ‘The 
Averroes Library’ offers many references in many branches 
of knowledge, from both East and West. 

‘The Averroes Library’ includes many references in 
many areas of knowledge and in many different languages, 
among them: Arabic, English, French, Urdu, Hindi, 
Spanish and German. The library offers encyclopedias such 
as Encyclopedia Britannica and the World Book. It features 
some of the Holy Books of Eastern religions, including 
Hinduism and Buddhism. Of course the library contains 
many Islamic books but also carries books in philosophy and 
the humanities. 

All cultural works were chosen neutrally, without bias to 
any particular point of view. It is hoped that this will allow 
the readers to be enlightened freely. 

Fanar aims to establish a principal library for research 
and dialogue. This is illustrated through Islamic teachings 
where Allah says in the Qur’an, 

“0 mankind, indeed We have created you from male and 
female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one 
another. . . ” (Quran 49:13), 

And further from the saying of Muhammad, 

“Wisdom is lost. If any believer were to find it, he would be 
the most worthy to gain it.” (At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah). 
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